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Term 2 starts on Monday 

30.10.17. 

Term 2 ends on Wednesday 

20.12.17 

Term 3 starts on Thursday 

04.01.18 

Parents’ Evening 

15.11.17 6-7:30pm 

Fun with Phonics (preschool) 

Wednesday 29.11.17  

7-8pm 

Christmas Craft Fayre 

Friday 08.12.17 

 1:30-3:00pm. All welcome! 

Preschool Christmas plays 

Tuesday 12.12.17 

Wednesday 13.12.17 

2:00-3:00pm in the Church 

Hall next to the nursery. 

 

 

 

 

MacMillan Coffee Morning:  

It was lovely to see so many of you on 

the morning of the 29th of September 

for our MacMillan coffee morning. Lots 

of tea and coffee was drunk and too 

much cake was eaten and to top it all 

off we managed to raise £132.42 for 

this very worthy cause. Thank you so 

much for your support!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2017 

 

We have a busy few weeks in the nursery, watching the changes in our 

garden and the environment as Autumn settles in.  

Our babies and toddlers have been busy collecting leaves on their walk 

for some wonderful craft activities and our preschool have been painting 

with twigs and printing with leaves and lots of other craft fun! 

We have been very busy baking, learning about nocturnal animals as 

well as discovering animals which hibernate at this time of the year and 

on the 8th of November we will be having a special visit from some 

prickly creatures to learn more about them! 

There are lots of bits happening between now and Christmas so keep 

checking the notice boards and calendar on the website for news and 

upcoming events. 

www.littlepipsnursery.co.uk 

Thank you so much for the 

very kind donations of food in 

celebration of Harvest 

Festival. We delivered a huge 

box to the Salvation Army 

which supports The Doorway 

project and they were thrilled! 

Parents’ Evening: 

We are looking forward to seeing you on Wednesday 15th of 

November between 6pm and 7:30pm for our parents’ evening. This is 

a wonderful opportunity for you as parents to meet your child’s key 

person and for them to share your child’s incredible development 

with you. It is also a lovely opportunity for you to look through some 

of their fantastic craft work. An appointment sheet will go up during 

the week beginning the 6th of November so please let the ladies know 

the time you are able to attend. Please let us know if you are not able 

to make this date and we will arrange another time for you to meet 

with your child’s key worker. Thank you as always for your ongoing 

support. 

 

  

  

SAVE THE 
DATE! 

Photographer – Chris our photographer spent a busy 3 days last week 

in the nursery capturing the best smiles from our Little Pips. These 

photographs are now being processed and we expect to have proof 

copies ready to show you before the end of November. 

A Prickly Visitor: 

We are very excited to announce that we will be receiving some prickly visitors 

on Wednesday 8th of November. Kim Goodridge, a local hedgehog rescuer will 

be bringing in some of her happy hedgehogs (including some teeny babies!!) to 

share ideas on how we can help hedgehogs at this time of the year. This will be 

an amazing experience for our children and we are all very excited! 
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1140 hours funding:  

If your child turns three years old before January 1st 2018, you may be eligible for 1140 hours of 

funded hours. Please see the website below for further details. For parents who are already eligible 

for the extended 1140 hours funding (children aged 3 or above) please don’t forget to renew your 

authorisation code before 20th December 2017. You should have received a reminder by text or 

email from the funding department however if you have any questions at all please visit the funding 

website at: www.childcarechoices.gov.uk or https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk/ 

The helpline phone number is: 0300 123 4097  

Please note, if the code is not authorised you will not receive the funding from January onwards. 

Please see Jenni if you need any help. 

Fun with Phonics Evening:  

This evening on Wednesday 29th November from 7-8pm will be an opportunity to understand what 

‘phonics’ means and how you can help to support your child with their learning and development in 

speaking and listening. It should be a fun evening! A letter will be sent out during the week 

beginning the 30th of October which will explain more. 

Sound of the week:  

Our sound of the week will be starting in the preschool room from 30.10.17 and the first sound will 

be ‘a’. We would be very happy to welcome any objects from home for our Sound box which start 

with an ‘a’ e.g. apple, ant or antelope (plastic!), astronaut etc. No ‘angels’ please as we are 

focussing on the ‘a’ sound rather than the letter. Please see Sophie if you are unsure. This is a 

fantastic way of helping our preschool children to start recognising their sounds (phonics) and we 

would like to thank you in advance for your support with this. 

Our Big Graduates:  

We are very excited to be offering our graduate sessions again this year for our graduates (our 

oldest little pips who start school in September 2017). This a scheme unique to Little Pips which 

involves special time every day (approximately 30 minutes) for our graduates where they focus on 

phonics, maths and mark making (writing) through fun activities in preparation for school. We have 

had incredible success over the years with this scheme with our children starting school with a 

strong knowledge of their sounds and basic number and shape work as well as an ability to mark 

make confidently. 

In addition to this scheme, we will also be giving all of our graduate children a special Little Pips 

book bag! They can use this bag to carry their home learning (starting the week beginning 

30.10.17). Each week they will be set a fun task in a special book which will link to what they have 

been focussing on in the graduate scheme that week. Children only have to complete the task if 

they want to. There are lots of stickers and plenty of praise at the ready! 

Finally, this year the children will be receiving a story book each week to share at home. The return 

date (weekly) will be written inside the book. This was extremely successful last year and helped our 

children spend extra valuable time enjoying a story with their families.  

A letter will go home during the week beginning the 30.10.17 for parents of our graduate children 

explaining everything in more detail.  

 

Christmas Fair:  

On Friday the 8th of December we will be hosting a Christmas Fair in our preschool room from 1;30-

3:00pm. This will be a fun occasion with some crafts to do, tea and cake to enjoy and some 

Christmas gifts to buy as well. Everyone is welcome to drop in and we look forward to sharing a 

mince pie with you! Please see Jenni if you or a friend are interested in having a stall. 

mailto:chippenham@littlepipsnursery.co.uk
http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk/


Little Pips Nursery Limited - Registered Company No: 5716314 

chippenham@littlepipsnursery.co.uk / 01249 444371 

www.littlepipsnursery.co.uk 

 

Christmas Plays:  

It is hard to believe that we are already mentioning Christmas, but we want to give everyone a much 

notice as possible. This year our Christmas plays will take place on Tuesday the 12th and 

Wednesday the 13th of December. We are thrilled to announce that our neighbours, The Emmanuel 

Church have kindly offered us the use of their lovely hall which should give us all a lot more room! 

More details and invitations will be sent out closer to the time. 

Clothes  

We are still hopeful of some warm weather but the chill is starting to creep in during the early 

mornings. It now officially the Autumn      so in light of this could we ask all parents to make sure 

their child’s spare clothes bag has appropriate clothes which fit. Also, a big thank you to everyone 

who has borrowed spare clothes from the nursery and returned them. 

 

Story Sacks  

Don’t forget we have 5 story sacks for you to borrow: 

 

The Gruffalo 

Peace at Last 

The Hungry Caterpillar 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 

Rumble in the Jungle 

 

The sacks each have a book and fun resources linked to the book for you and your child to share. 

They are a wonderful resource and free to borrow. Just pop in and ask Jenni if you would like to 

borrow one. We are also open to any requests from parents! Let us know if you would like us to 

create a particular story sack for you and your child to enjoy. 

 

Maths Packs 

We are excited to announce that Shannon has developed some fantastic maths packs which can be 

borrowed by our preschool children and taken home. Each pack contains a fun game for the 

children to play with their family. Please see any of the ladies for more details. 

 

Exciting News:  

We are very pleased to announce that Heather is expecting her first baby! We are all very excited 

and baby is due at the beginning of February. Heather will begin her maternity leave at the 

beginning of January. Congratulations to Heather and Dave from all of us! 

 

Please continue to see the website for the most up to date news and events. Thank you for your 

support as always! 
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