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Term 6 starts on Monday 4th 

of June 

Father’s Day Coffee and Cake 

morning – Friday 15th June 

8:30-9:30am 

Five to Thrive Meeting with 

coffee and cake has moved! 

Wednesday 11th of July 8:30-

9:30am 

Parents Evening has moved! 

Now Thursday 12th of July 

from 7:00-8:30pm 

Graduation (Preschool 

Leavers)  

Friday 20th of July at 2pm at 

the Church next door. 

 

 

June 2018 

1140 hours funding:  

If your child turns three years old before August 31st  2018, you may be eligible 

for 1140 hours of funded hours from September 2018. Please see the website 

below for further details.  

www.childcarechoices.gov.uk or https://childcare-

support.tax.service.gov.uk/ 

The helpline phone number is: 0300 123 4097  

 

  

Join us for a cuppa and some cake!  

We would like to invite you to join us for a coffee and some cake on the morning of Friday 15th of May from 8:30-

9:30am to celebrate Father’s Day. It will be an opportunity for you to stop and relax for a short while and everyone 

is welcome to come along. We hope to see you there! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a wonderful couple of weeks we have had with the warm 

sunshine and beautiful blue skies. The children have really enjoyed 

using the outdoor learning environment fully and we have been 

learning all about the incredible changes that occur in nature at this 

time of the year. 

We are so pleased to be able to formally announce that Little Pips is growing 

and we will be opening a brand new baby unit and a specialist toddler room in 

July. Our building works have progressed a rate of knots and the builders, 

fencers, patio layers and groundworkers have all been amazing! We are 

planning to open our new baby unit on Monday July the 16th and will be hosting 

a special open evening on Thursday the 12th of July to celebrate the opening. 

More details later in this newsletter. 

There are lots of fun activities and events planned for the next few months and 

we hope you find this newsletter informative but please continue to visit the 

website for more information and up to date news. 
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 Photos 

Once again, our                     

children excelled              

themselves with their 

gorgeous smiles and 

wonderful characters! We 

should have the photos ready 

for the middle of June. 

New Open Evening! 

To celebrate the very exciting launch of 

our new baby unit and specialist toddler 

room, we will be holding an open 

evening from 7-8:30pm on Thursday the 

12th of July. All welcome! 

 

  

SAVE THE 
DATE! 

Welcome to our Frogs and Stick Insects! 

Following the amazing job that our children did supporting our little ducklings in 

their first few weeks of life, we are pleased to say that our tadpoles have 

successfully grown into little frogs. The children have thoroughly enjoyed 

watching their development and helping to keep them fed. 

We are also thrilled to announce that we will soon be the proud adoptive family 

for some stick insects. The children will watch as the tiny eggs hatch into these 

amazing creatures. They will then help to look after them through feeding them 

and helping to establish their new home. The children will also have regular 

opportunities to hold these interesting insects. We are not sure some of the 

ladies are quite as keen but they will be putting on their bravest smiles! 
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Open Evening / Parents Evening:  

Due to the imminent completion of the new baby unit and toddler room, we have decided to move 

our parents evening to July the 12th. The evening will be an ‘Open Evening’ and will be an 

opportunity to look around our updated nursery as well as meet our staff both old and new. Your 

children’s books will be available for you to look through and staff will be happy to chat to you about 

your child’s progress. The aim is for the evening to be relaxed and informal so please let us know if 

you would like a more formal appointment with your child’s key person and we will arrange a time for 

this to take place. Summative sheets will be given out towards the end of June. We look forward to 

seeing as many of you as possible on the 12th of July! 

Graduate sessions:  

Our graduate children have once again surpassed all expectations with their incredible development 

in phonics, number, shape and space and mark making. All of these skills have been learnt and 

consolidated through games and play and we are so proud to be able to tell you that our children 

are soon moving onto segmenting and blending orally. This base will give them a tremendous start 

at school as well as helping them to feel confident as they start on the next part of their journey. Well 

done to everyone and to our amazing Sarah and her team who have worked so hard to support 

them. 

Staffing:  

We wished Amy Baxter well as she started her maternity leave at the start of May. This is an 

exciting time for Amy and Nathan and we wish them both the best of luck! 

We are thrilled to announce that Heather will be re-joining our team in October this year following 

her maternity leave. Heather is very excited about returning and we are looking forward to her 

leading the preschool room again with Sarah. 

We are saying farewell to Charlotte Lindley who is moving to Barnstaple with her husband who is in 

the forces. We wish them the very best of luck, especially as they are expecting their first child. 

We will be saying goodbye to Alarna Appleby who has decided to leave childcare to focus on caring 

for her young son. We wish her the best of luck. 

We would like to say a huge congratulations to Cassie Gale who has been promoted to Assistant 

Deputy Manager. She will support Sarah and Jenni in her new role and will also be the room leader 

in the new baby unit. Cassie will be supported in her role by new deputy room leader, Samantha 

Hadrell. Samantha has years of experience in childcare and as a mum herself will bring invaluable 

experience to the baby unit. 

We are also thrilled to announce that Louise Johnson will be leading our new toddler room 

supported by a fantastic team and an exciting new addition (more details shortly). 

With our new expansion and run of pregnancies, we are in the process of updating the staff section 

on our website to reflect the new promotions and additional team members. Children of any key 

people who have left will be monitored by the room leaders until July when our new staff start. 

Letters will go out to all parents of children who have a new key person in the middle of July.  

We know that change can bring uncertainty to parents but this is a very exciting time for us and we 

are all very positive about our expanding future. Please be assured that our children’s welfare and 

development remain our highest priority. All of our staff will be at the open evening on July the 12th 

and this will be a fantastic opportunity to meet our new team members. 

Questionnaire:  

We will soon be sending out our annual questionnaire (July) which we would be very grateful if you 

could take a few minutes to complete. Your feedback is invaluable to us. Thank you as always for 

your tremendous support. 
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Maths information:  

As promised, although a little later than mentioned, maths information will be in the children’s trays 

next week. We hope you find the information interesting and helpful. Please let us know if you have 

any questions at all. 

Five to Thrive meeting  

We have taken the decision to move our ‘Five to Thrive’ meeting to Wednesday the 11th of July from 

8:30-9:30am to coincide with the opening of our new baby unit. This will be a wonderful chance to 

relax with a cup of tea and learn a bit about brain development in young children and the importance 

of our roles as primary carers. We hope it will be interesting as well as fun and we look forward to 

seeing you there. 

 

Graduation  

We are very pleased to say that our neighbours at the Church have very kindly offered us their 

fantastic space for our graduation ceremony this year. This means that all of our graduate preschool 

children can graduate at the same time and we can all celebrate their success together. The 

ceremony will be on Friday the 20th of July at 2pm and should be finished (including time to eat 

cake!) by 3pm. Jenni will be sending out invitations shortly. It is a wonderful occasion full of great 

pride, some sadness and tremendous excitement! We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

The sun has got his hat on!  

Please could we ask all parents to supply a sunhat for their child each day especially as we are now 

having such wonderful weather! (Long may it last). Thank you. 

GDPR  

As part of our GDPR audit and policy reviews, we are in the process of updating our privacy policy. 

Please be assured that all data is securely stored and is never shared with any third parties other 

than relevant educational professionals. In this instance, permission will always be sought from the 

parents first. Please speak to Jenni or Claire if you have any questions at all. 

Story Sacks  and Maths Packs 

Don’t forget we have 5 story sacks for you to borrow: The Gruffalo, Peace at Last, The Hungry 

Caterpillar, We’re Going on a Bear Hunt and Rumble in the Jungle. 

 

The story sacks and each have a book and fun resources linked to the book for you and your child 

to share. The maths packs have some fun games in for you to play with your child. They are a 

wonderful resource and free to borrow. Just pop in and ask Jenni if you would like to borrow one. 

We are also open to any requests from parents! Let us know if you would like us to create a story 

sack or maths pack for you and your child to enjoy.  If there are any outstanding story sacks could 

we please ask that they are returned. 

  

Thank you as always for your ongoing support! 

 

Please continue to see the website for the most up to date news and events. Thank you for your 

support as always! 
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