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November 2020 

Week beginning 
23.11.2020 Nursery 
Photographs- more 
details below. 
Week beginning 
21.12.2020 A Christmas 
Surprise – more details 
below 
Week beginning 
22.02.21 – Virtual 
Parents Meetings with 
Key People. More details 
to follow in the new 
year. 

We have had a fantastic few months since opening fully to our families. Our children 
settled into their new rooms and routines with ease and have shown us once again how 
amazing they are. 

Despite the various restrictions, our staff have worked tirelessly to continue providing 
wonderful activities, ensuring our children continue to experience the wonderful 
natural world around them as well as a host of exciting topics! 

As well as settling the children into the new routines, we have also successfully 
completed parents evening, refreshed the rooms with some outstanding displays and 
learning environments, completed works to the garden (new surfacing of the toddler 
and preschool garden and establishment of a dedicated baby garden), completed staff 
training on the new Development Matters (Revised Early Years Curriculum September 
2021), delivered your very generous offerings for the harvest festival to the Open Door 
Project, Raised over £160 for Macmillan at our cake sale and of course, proudly 
received our award for Top 20 Nursery Group for the UK! The Graduate Scheme has 
started and we have dedicated part of this newsletter to explaining what it is all about. 

So, despite the introduction of another lockdown, we are raring to go with a host of 
exciting activities and events planned in the lead up to Christmas. We would like to 
reassure you that despite one or two small changes e.g. photographs and Christmas 
performance, we are continuing to operate as usual and continue to follow the 
guidance and advice from the Government, PHE, our local authority and our own 
independent Health and Safety Advisers. Our risk assessment is regularly updated and 
can be viewed on the ‘Thank you’ newspost on the website. We are also attaching a 
copy with this newsletter. 

Most of our news comes through Famly now so do keep checking the news feed 
for the most up to date bits of information. 

Thank you as always for your support! 

…in fact, this year it is more important than ever! Despite not being allowed to share 
our usual Christmas Nativity with you, our children and staff have been busily preparing 
for an exciting Christmas Special! We don’t want to give too much away but 
needless to say……something will be making its way to you via Famly in the week before 
Christmas…and you may need tissues. 

We have sadly had to cancel our professional photographer which was booked for November. However, famed for 
our determination not to be outwitted by Covid19, our amazing room leaders will be taking over the photography 
reigns. In the last week of November they will be sporting a myriad of Christmas hats and headbands, engaging in a 
variety of dances and facial expressions to encourage our little pips to give their best Christmassy smiles for our 
cameras. We know the children will not disappoint and we will work together as a team to make sure all of our 
families receive a complimentary annual Nursery Christmas Photograph. More details will be sent out over the next 
two weeks. 

Save the Date 
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A Huge Thank You 

Thank you so much for all of your donations of food which have been safely delivered to the Doorway 
project, supporting vulnerable families, and also for helping us to raise 
over £160 for the very worthy charity, MacMillan. Even during these 
challenging times, your kindness and generosity has been overwhelming 
and very gratefully received. Thank you. 

 
 

And Another Huge Thank You! 

It was a nerve wracking build up to the ‘Virtual Parents Evening’…..would Famly Live work on everyone’s 
devices? Would we be able to make a connection?...and the biggest question of all….would the internet 
support us all?? 

Well the answers were sort of, mostly and most of the time! 

Our wonderful team stationed themselves in various locations around the nursery and 
were successfully able to make contact in one form or another with you our parents. It 
wasn’t perfect and our poor internet struggled to support all of the meetings, 

but it was really lovely to hear all of the positive conversations 
about our children. Thank you so much for your patience and 
support with the evening. Our next parents meeting will be in 
February and we are going to try a slightly different approach. 
 

• Meetings will be carried out via Famly Live or Zoom during the day. 
• Each staff member will be released at a certain time on a certain day so that the video meetings 

are possible (the internet can cope!). 
• Plenty of notice so that parents can select a time that best suits them. We know that day 

appointments can be more restrictive for some. 

More details will be shared in the new year. 
 

Staffing: 
 
 

We were very pleased to welcome Katie Graham Whitehouse to our team in September. Katie has lots of 
experience in all of the age groups and has also led an outstanding nursery. Katie is our nursery manager 
and is working in close partnership with Jenni our senior manager and Olivia our Deputy Manager. Katie 
has already made a fantastic start with the development of the toddler room and the progression of the 
nursery. We are very pleased to welcome her on board. 

 
We are also very proud that McKenzie has successfully completed her level 2 course in childcare and has 
now started her level 3.  We have a proud and successful history of supporting apprentices and following 
our win of ‘Apprenticeship Employer of the Year 2020 for England’ (December 2019 - Aspiration Training 
Ltd), we are also proud to be featuring in the Wiltshire Council campaign to encourage more people into 
apprenticeships.  
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Our Wonderful Graduates – What’s it all about?: 
 

How did it start? 
 

Graduate time has started and our oldest little pips are fully embracing this exciting scheme. Unique to Little Pips Nurseries, The Graduate 
Scheme was written originally by Claire following over 16 years teaching from Y1 through to Y8 and working as an assistant head teacher for 5 
years. During her time in schools Claire noticed a huge variation of skills in children coming into reception from Early Years Settings: 

‘Early Years Settings are brilliant at providing interesting and inspiring activities for children to engage with, but we 
noticed in our primary school that whilst some children were confident with sounds and numbers, for others it was a new 
concept. This often had a big impact on the first few years of their time at school and sometimes even started with 
children learning how to sit and listen. ‘Focussed Teaching’ in Early Years is a vital element which can sometimes be 
neglected. We felt passionately that our children at Little Pips Nurseries should have the best chance for their start at 
school with a confidence in letter sounds as well as maths and mark making (writing). In addition to this we wanted them 
to be good listeners with a confidence to communicate clearly with their friends and also their teachers.’ 

What happens in the sessions? 
 

And so the idea of the Graduate Scheme began. 
 

‘It was very important to us that the Graduate Scheme was fun and engaging, learning through play, and not approached in a traditional 
‘school like’ way. The sessions were designed to start with a short whole group session, often involving fun props like puppets, followed by 
an exciting 15 minute practical activity using lot of sensory resources such as sand, shaving foam, water, playdough etc. In addition to this, 
each child has the chance to develop their mark making skills with a weekly sheet which supports the focus for that week e.g. particular 

sounds ‘a’, ‘b’,’c’ or numbers 1-6 etc. There is lots of praise and plenty of stickers which the children love! The 
children also have a home learning book which helps our families to understand what the children are focussing on 
and to support them at home’ 

 

The Graduate Scheme is continually developed with the support of our Early Years Teacher, Heather and Jenni our 
Senior Manager. The aim of the scheme is to give our oldest little pips the best posible start to their school life with a 

strong foundation in phonics, mark making skills (writing) and maths. It runs from the end of October through to the end of June and runs 
alongside our ‘Sound of the Week’. 

 

What do schools think of the idea? 
 

Each year we make contact with our feeder schools to find out how our children have settled in. This positive relationship is really important in 
making sure our children are fully supported in their transition into primary school. It is also a fantastic opportunity to ask the teachers what 
has worked really well and if there is anything they would like us to focus on more. 

‘The graduate scheme has been running for over 8 years now and we have had incredible feedback from our parents 
and particularly from our feeder schools. They tell us that our children are confident with their letter sounds with 
some children even starting to blend sounds together into reading words. Teachers also tell us how impressed they 
are with the children’s listening skills and their confidence with numbers, shape, space and measures. We work hard 
to support our children with their pencil skills, making sure they develop good grips from an early age. These are 
such important foundation blocks for children and will give them the best posible start to Reception and Year 1. We 
are hugely proud of the progress our graduates make and the impact that this scheme has had. We are looking 

forward to supporting our new grdauates on their exciting journey’. (Claire – Director) 

What about the younger preschool children? 

In addition to this fantastic scheme, our youngest preschool children take part in daily ‘Children Chatter’ sessions. These are fun, short 
activities which help the children to develop their listening and attention skills through sitting and listening and then following instructions for 
a fun game. We are always so impressed with how quickly they learn and develop these skills. 

 

Can these activities be used with babies and toddlers? 
 

Yes, even our babies and toddlers have fun, daily acitivities which specifically develop their listening and attention skills as well as their 
communication. Baby Babble and Toddler Talk all help to support this development and our children absolutely love the activities which cover 
everything from music and dance through to bubble play and hide and seek! 

Can more nurseries do this? 
 

In Autumn 2019, the government launched a new ‘Early Years Champions’ course which encompasses all of the skills covered during the 
Graduate Scheme. The main focus is on the ‘teaching’ element in helping to support children with the development 
of basic skills in communication and language, maths and mark making all through the medium of play. We were 
very fortunate to be put forward for this course and Claire has been asked to become a Tutor Champion once her 
training is complete. This will involve rolling out the training to other settings as well as our own nurseries. It is a 
fantastic opportunity and demonstrates a strong recognition of the importance of developing key skills in our 
youngest children so that the standards across all Early Years settings can help to support all of our young children across the country. 
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Thank you 
Finally, we would again like to extend a very big thank you for continuing to be so supportive of our 
nursery. Your positive comments and feedback mean so much to us and we feel a great strength of 
partnership working through the Famly app. Please do continue to share your lovely photos from home 
and also any achievements which can be added to the Wowberry trees. 

 
We are looking forward to next couple of months and Jenni has her Christmas outfits and hats at the ready! 

 

 
Thank you as always for your ongoing support! 

Please continue to see the Famly app and calendar for the most up to date news and events. 
 

1140 hours funding: If your child turns 3 years old before December 31st 2020, you may be eligible for up to 720 hours of 
funded hours from 1st January 2021- 31st August 2021. Please see the website for further details. www.childcarechoices.gov.uk or 
https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk/ 

The helpline phone number is: 0300 123 4097 
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